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The present invention provides a rapid coulometric analysis for the quantitative determination of a 
sample substance with high reproducibility without any application of voltage etc. from the outside, as 
well as a galvanic cell and a device for use in said coulometric analysis. According to the present 
invention, a wide variety of components can be analyzed by selection of electroactive substance 
introduced into the galvanic cell. The present invention enables a simple and easy analysis for food 
components such as glutamic acid, ascorbic acid, etc., water quality such as COD, etc. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a coulometric analysis method (Self-driven oculometry) for the quantita- 
tive determination of a sample substance by cell reaction, as well as a galvanic cell and a device used for said 
method. 

Background of the Invention 



For the quantitative determination of a sample substance, conventional electroanalysis using electrolysis 
involves measuring electrical changes occurring in a reaction (e.g., oxidation, reduction, etc.) of the substance 
under application of constant voltage or current, and in recent years, electrically conductive porous electrodes 
have been applied to such analysis. 

Conventional electroanalysis using ion electrodes is a method in which an ions passing through a sepa- 
rating membrane is detectated and in which an equilibrium potential between ions resulting from a sample 
substance and an electrode membrane is electrically measured by each electrode immersed as a detector in 
a sample solution. Another conventional electroanalysis using conductive porous electrodes is a method in 
which a sample is directly electrolyzed in a detection chamber with a conductive porous substance impreg- 
nated with an electrolyte, as described e.g. in Japanese Published Unexamined Patent Application 195,358/89. 
According to this patent application, however, electrical energy should be supplied from the outside, and a 
long time is required for the stabilization of the measurement device. 

Conventional analysis by a reaction via a mediator makes use of a reaction e.g. from nicotinamide adenine 
dinucleotide (NAD) to reduced nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide (NADH) by dehydrogenase. For such a meth- 
od, a glutamic acid assay kit (manufactured by BMY Co.. Ltd.), for example, is commercially available for the 
quantitative determination in colorimetry of glutamic acid by glutamate dehydrogenase. 

However, the aforesaid electroanalysis by ion electrodes have problems such as a long measurement time 
due to a slow rate of ion transfer through a separating membrane and a slow response rate of reaching equi- 
librium, etc., and troublesome procedures such as the step of washing required after each measurement, etc 
30 The above electroanalysis by electrolysis also has a problem. Electrolysis of a sample substance needs 

constant voltage or current from an external power source. Such application of voltage, however, causes the 
electrodes to be in a nonequilibrium state where so-called "capacitative current" occurs. Therefore, every time 
voltage is applied, a long stabilization time is required for measurement by electrolysis. Another problem is 
that the device should be made complex because of the necessity of constant voltage or current generating 
35 units, etc. 9 

Furthermore, the above-mentioned measurement by enzyme reaction via a mediator requires the trou- 
blesome procedures of forming e.g. NADH with an enzyme, then reacting it with diaphorase etc., and meas- 
unng its absorbance. There are also practical problems: e.g., a refrigerator is required for storage of enzyme 
etc., and a sensor intended for use at room temperature cannot used for enzyme. In addition, it is not possible 
40 to accurately determine the absorbance where a colored substance is present in the sample. 

The object of the present invention is to solve the above problems in the conventional methods and provide 
a coulometric analysis method for the quantitative determination of a sample substance by cell reaction as 
well as a galvanic cell and a device used for said method, which does not require electrical energy such as 
voltage, current, etc., from an external power source and enables the rapid.determination of a sample sub- 
45 stance. 

To accomplish the above object, the present inventors have made extensive research and discovered that 
a potential difference (electro chemical potential difference) occurs between working and counter electrodes 
in oxidoreduction between a component of working electrode and a sample substance where the electrical 
quantity generated by the potential difference is closely related to the amount of the sample substance and 
so that the reaction can proceed spontaneously and rapidly by selecting suitable components for the electrodes 
That is, the present invention relates to a method of coulometric analysis forthe quantitative determination 
of a sample substance, wherein at least one of voltage, current, and electrical quantity occurring between elec- 
trodes is measured without any application of voltage from the outside, with a galvanic cell having a working 
electrode containing a sample substance, a counter electrode containing an electroactive substance, a mate- 
as rial being located in an adjoining region of both the electrodes and permitting ions to pass therethrough By 
the wording "electroactive substance" is meant a chemical species participating in discharge reaction to give 
electromotive force as an electrochemical active species. 

The present invention further relates to a method for coulometric analysis of glutamic acid, which com- 
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prises using said galvanic cell with NADH or a derivative thereof as an indicator. 

In addition, the present invention relates to a method for coulometric analysis of chemical oxygen demand 
(COD), which comprises using potassium permanganate as an indicator and said galvanic cell with the working 
electrode impregnated with an electrolyte and the counter electrode impregnated with hexacyanoferrate (II) 

5 ion as electroactive substance. 

Furthermore, the present invention is directed to a method for coulometric analysis of COD, which com- 
prises using potassium permanganate as an indicator and said galvanic cell with the working electrode im- 
pregnated with an electrolyte and the counter electrode impregnated with hexacyanoferrate (II) ion and hex- 
acyanoferrate (III) ion as electroactive substance. 

10 Finally, the present invention is concerned with a method for coulometric analysis of ascorbic acid, which 

comprises using said galvanic cell with the working electrode impregnated with an electrolyte and/or 3,7bis(di- 
methytamino)phenothiazine-5-ium chloride and the counter electrode impregnated with hexacyanoferrate (III) 
ion as electroactive substance. 

In the present invention, the above galvanic cell comprises the working electrode made of a hydrophilic 

15 and conductive material impregnated with an electrolyte (in case the sample is an electroactive substance) 
or with an electrolyte and/or a mediator (in case the sample reacts electrochemically with a mediator to form 
an electroactive substance); an upper component provided with a penetrating hole including said working elec- 
trode, with the side having an electrode terminal joined to said working electrode; a counter electrode made 
of a hydrophilic and conductive material impregnated with an electroactive substance; a lower component pro- 

20 vided with a concave part receiving said counter electrode, with the side having an electrode terminal joined 
to said counter electrode and the bottom having a liquid-supplement hole; a lid component for closing said liq- 
uid-supplement hole; an ion-permeable separating membrane located between said upper and lower compo- 
nents; and a fixing component being fitted to said penetrating hole in said upper component and being pressed 
on said working electrode. The conductive material used for said working electrode may be provided on its 

25 periphery with a water-absorptive material e.g. a filter paper, so that discharging occurs rapidly owing to rapid 
dispersion of a solution into the working electrode, and the working electrode can be successively used without 
being replaced by a new working electrode, owing to absorption of an excess amount of a sample solution 
into the water-absorptive material. 

This galvanic cell is provided with a current integration means, an indication part, an analysis item selec- 

30 tion part, a start button for initiation of current integration by said current integration means, and an arithmetic 
means of converting integrated electrical quantity into a substance amount which is indicated in said indication 
part. Quantitative analysis can be easily effected by detachably inserting a pair of electrode terminals of the 
galvanic cell into a pair of terminals of the electroanalyzer. The indication part can indicate flowing current as 
well as integrated electrical quantity. 

35 The galvanic cell and electroanalyzer of the present invention are preferably used for the analysis of COD 

using an indicator such as NADH, ascorbic acid or potassium permanganate. 

The present method is based on a coulometric analysis for the quantitatively determination of a sample 
substance (i.e., a chemical species which reacts with an electroactive substance or a mediator to form an elec- 
troactive substance) comprising measurement of the electrical energy discharging in a short time from cell 

40 reaction of said sample substance. Hence, the present method completely differs in the principle from a con- 
ventional method for quantitative determination where a sample is electrolyzed with electrical energy from 
an external power source. 

In the present invention, the working electrode is an electrode containing said sample substance, and the 
working electrode can be impregnated with an electrolyte and/or a mediator.The electrode solution may be 
45 any electrolyte, e.g. a solution of hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid or potassium chloride, or phosphate buffer. 
The mediator includes e.g. 5-methylphenazinium methyl sulfate (phenazine methosulfate), 1-methoxy-5-me- 
thylphenazinium methyl sulfate (methoxyphenazine methosulfate), 9-dimethylamino benzo [a] phenoxazine- 
7-ium chloride (Meldola blue) or 3, 7bis (dimethylamino) phenothiazine-5-ium chloride (methylene blue) and 
salts thereof. 

so The counter electrode is an electrode containing an electroactive substance such as hexacyanoferrate 

(III) ion and/or hexacyanoferrate (II) ion. Such ions can be used in the form of a salt solution which e.g. is po- 
tassium hexacyanoferrate (III) and/or potassium hexacyanoferrate (II) dissolved in an electrode solution. 

The substance located in an adjoining region of the electrodes and permitting ions to pass therethrough 
may be any substance which allows ions to pass therethrough while preventing direct mixing of the substances 
55 contained in the electrodes. Examples are an ion-exchange membrane for use as a separating membrane, 
agar gel containing an electrolyte for use as a salt bridge, etc. 

In the present invention, the device does not require any external power source such as voltage-generating 
unit for applying voltage between the electrodes, and it requires at least one detector of voltmeter, ammeter 

3 
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55 



and current integrator, and their combination is not particularly limited. Aconductor with high current collection 
effect, such as carbon and metal, may be inserted into between the electrodes so that cell reaction can rapidly 
proceed in the measurement of electrical quantity etc. The carbon may be any commercial one such as carbon 
felt etc., and the metal may be any metal with high conductivity such as gold, platinum, silver, lead, etc. 
5 The device of the present invention can be used for the quantitative determination of a sample substance 

on the basis of the electrical energy generated in the reaction of an electroactive substance in the working 
electrode with an electroactive substance in the counter electrode. A wide variety of components can be ana- 
lyzed by selection of a suitable electroactive substance introduced into the electrodes. 

Each electrochemically active substance (electrochemically active species) in solution form exhibits an 
10 electrode potential inherent in the substance itself.The substance producing a potential difference between 
the electrodes can be electrolyzed by sufficiently impressed electromotive force from an external power 
source. In this case, an oxidation reaction occurs in one electrode, and a reduction reaction occurs in another 
electrode. This is the principle of electrolysis where electrical energy is converted into chemical energy. 

Generally speaking, an electric potential occurring in electrode oxidation is often higher than an electric 
potential in electrode reduction, so that electrolysis does not proceed (i.e., coulometric analysis cannot be per- 
formed) in the absence of a certain electric potential, e.g. in the form of impressed electromotive force from 
an external power source. 

According to the present invention, however, chemical energy can be converted into electric energy spon- 
taneously and rapidly in the absence of impressed electromotive force from an external power, e.g. by con- 
structing the galvanic cell such that ions can pass through between the counter electrode impregnated with 
a substance reduced at the electrode at an extremely high potential, such as hexacyanoferrate (III) ion and/or 
permanganate ion as electroactive substance and the working electrode impregnated with a substance un- 
dergoing oxidization by the electrode at an extremely low potential, such as reduced 5-methylphenazinium 
methyl sulfate, reduced 1-methoxy-5-methylphenazinium methyl sulfate, reduced 9-dimethylaminobenzo [a] 
phenoxazine-7-ium chloride, reduced 3,7-bis(dimethylamino)phenothiazine-5-ium chloride, hexacyanoferrate 
(II) ion or ascorbic acid. That is, the sample substance can be quantitatively determined by measurement of 
the chemical energy possessed by the sample substance as the electrical energy generated by cell reaction. 

For example, no reaction occurs between a working electrode containing phenazine methosulfate as a 
mediator and a counter electrode containing potassium hexacyanoferrate (III) as an electroactive substance 
because the electroactive substance and the mediator both are in oxidized form. If a reducing substance, such 
as NADH or a derivative thereof, is added to the working electrode, then the phenazine methosulfate is re- 
duced and oxidation of the resulting phenazine methosulfate occurs at a lower potential than does the reduc- 
tion of hexacyanoferrate (III) ion in the counter electrode. This generates a potential difference depending on 
an electrochemical potential between the working and counter electrodes. As a result, cell reaction occurs 
and this reaction continues until reduced phenazine sulfate is completely oxidized if a sufficient amount of 
the solution is present in the counter electrode. The current flowing during the cell reaction is measured for 
the quantitative determination of the reducing agent which has reduced phenazine methosulfate.That is, 
NADH and its derivative can be quantitatively determined. 

In measurement, the device of the present invention receives as cell current the electrical energy gener- 
ated in reaction of an electroactive substance in the working electrode and an electroactive substance in the 
counter electrode, and the cell current can then be converted into the amount of the sample substance. A wide 
variety of components can be analyzed by selection of a suitable electroactive substance to be introduced 
into the electrodes. 

In addition, a fixing component for the upper felt is used to press the upper felt to secure adhesion between 
the felt and the separating membrane, thus improving analysis sensitivity. 

The electroactive substance is supplied to the counter electrode through a liquid-supplement hole provid- 
ed on the bottom of the galvanic cell. The role of a rubber cap provided on the top of the galvanic cell is to 
prevent drying of the electrodes. 

FIG. 1 is a schematic drawing of a device used in the present invention. Galvanic cell 1 includes working 
electrode 2, counter electrode 3, and an ion-exchange membrane serving as separating membrane 4 (cation 
exchange membrane CMV produced by Asahi Glass Co., Ltd.). The cell is joined via current collection wires 
5 and 6 to electroanalyzer40 (NDCM-1 manufactured by Nichino Keiki Co., Ltd.). Prescribed electrolyte is in- 
troduced into the working and counter electrodes 2 and 3, and a certain amount of a sample solution is injected 
by a syringe into the working electrode 2. The sample can be quantitatively determined by measuring electrical 
quantity flowing in cell reaction occurring according to the aforementioned principle. 



4 
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Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 is a schematic drawing of the device used in the present invention. 
FIG. 2 is a graph showing the relationship between NADH concentration and measured values. 
5 FIG. 3 is a graph showing the relationship between glutamic acid concentrations and measured values. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic drawing of the galvanic cell in the present examples. 
FIG. 5 is a sectional drawing of the galvanic cell shown in FIG. 4. 
FIG. 6 is a drawing of the structure of the galvanic cell shown in FIG. 4. 
FIG. 7 is a drawing of the electroanalyzer in the present examples. 

10 

Symbol 

1 : galvanic cell 2: working electrode 3: counter electrode 4: separating membrane 5, 
6: current collection electrode wires 7: upper component 8: lower component 9: upper felt 
is 10: lower felt 11,12: packing 13: fixing component 14: cap 15, 16: electrode ter- 

minal 17: bottom lid 18,19: sealing hole 20: penetrating hole 21,22: concave parts 

23: liquid-supplement hole 25: screw 40: coulometer 42: cutout part 43, 44: termi- 
nals 45: electric power switch 46: start buttom 47: selection buttom 48: indication part 

20 EXAMPLES 

Hereinafter, the present invention is described in more detail with reference to Examples, which however 
are not intended to limit the scope of the present invention. 

25 [Example 1] Selection of Mediator 

It was determined with the device in FIG. 1 to what degree the difference of mediator used in measurement 
of NADH affects the time required for the measurement. 

The mediator used in the working electrode was potassium hexacyanoferrate (III), Vitamin K 3 , methylene 
30 blue, phenazine methosulfate (all available from Wako Junyaku Kogyo Co., Ltd.), methoxyphenazine metho- 
sulfate (available from Dojin Kagaku Kenkyusho), and Meldola blue (available from Nakarai Tesuku Co., Ltd.). 
3 ml of 0.1 M mediator in 0.1 M phosphate buffer, pH 7.0, was used as an electrode solution. NADH (10- 3 M) 
was determined as a sample substance, using the device with the counter electrode containing 0.1 M potas- 
sium hexacyanoferrate (III) (dissolved in 3 ml of 0.1 M phosphate buffer, pH 7.0) as an electrode solution with- 
35 out any application of voltage from an external power source. 

As shown in the results in Table 1, the measurements could be effected in a very short time (about 30 
seconds) with phenazine methosulfate, methoxyphenazine methosulfate, and MERUDORAblue as mediator. 



Table 1 



40 


mediator 


measurement time (seconds) 




Vitamin K 3 


measurement not possible 


45 


potassium hexacyanoferrate (III) 
methylene blue 


900 
180 




phenazine methosulfate 


30 


50 


methoxyphenazine methosulfate 


33 


Meldola blue 


31 



Measurement time is a time required until 95 % reaction is finished. 



55 [Example 2] Measurement of NADH 

NADH was measured with the electroanalyzer of Example 10 including the galvanic cell of Example 9. 
In the galvanic cell, upper felt 9 and lower felt 10 were composed respectively of carbon felts with a top 
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surface area of 7 cm 2 , thickness of 5 mm, and volume of 3.5 cm 3 (GF-20-5F produced by Nippon Carbon Co., 
Ltd.), and separating membrane 4 was an ion-exchange membrane (cation exchange membrane CMV pro^ 
duced by Asahi Glass Co., Ltd.). For determination of NADH (1 0 ^l) (dissolved at predetermined concentrations 
in 40 mM phosphate buffer, pH 7.0), the working electrode was impregnated with 3 ml of 0.1 M phenazine 
methosulfate and the counter electrode with 3 ml of 0.1 M potassium hexacyanoferrate (III) (each dissolved 
in 0.1 M phosphate buffer, pH 7.0). As can be seen in FIG. 2, the measurement results obtained in the present 
coulometric method are in a good linear relationship to the actual concentrations of NADH. 

Reproducibility was excellent within 2 % coefficient of variation (referred to as n CV°, hereinafter) on 10 
repeated measurements. When additional measurements were carried out In the same way using the galvanic 
cell with a carbon felt (GF-20-5F produced by Nippon Carbon Co., Ltd.) inserted into between the working and 
counter electrodes, the results were also in a good linear relationship to the actual concentrations of NADH. 
In addition, 10 ^il of 5x10^ M NADH could be measured stably within 2 % CV on 200 repeated runs or more. 

[Example 3] Measurement of glutamic acid by quantitative determination of NADH formed by glutamate de- 
hydrogenase 

According to the present invention, glutamic acid was quantitatively determined with glutamate dehydro- 
genase excellent in substrate specificity and stability found by the present inventors (Japanese Patent Appli- 
cation No. 194,245/92). This enzyme catalyzes the following reaction: 

L-glutamic acid+NAD + +H 2 0 -> a-ketoglutaric acid+NADH+NH 4 + 

That is, 10 nl of glutamate dehydrogenase (4 U/ml 20 mM phosphate buffer, pH 7.0), as described in Ex- 
ample 1 of Japanese Patent Application No. 194,245/92, was mixed at 30 °C for 3 minutes with 990 \i\ sodium 
glutamate solution at a predetermined concentration containing NAD+ (20 mg/ml) as substrate (20 mM phos- 
phate buffer, pH 7.0), and the mixture was measured in the same conditions as in Example 2. 

As shown in the result of FIG. 3, there is a good linear relationship between the values obtained with NADH 
as an indicator and the actual concentrations of glutamic acid. A commercial soy source was determined in 
the same manner for the content of glutamic acid. The content of 11 .2 g/l thus determined was in good agree- 
ment with the content of 1 1 .3 g/l as determined with an amino acid analyzer (JLC-300 manufactured by Nihon 
Denshi Co., Ltd.). The content as determined for the same sample by glutamic acid assay kit (manufactured 
by BMY Co., Ltd.) was 11.0 g/l. In the present invention, the measurements could be effected rapidly, i.e. for 
about 50 seconds (about 4 minutes even including the enzyme reaction time), whereas the measurements 
took about 1.5 hours and 20 minutes by the amino acid analyzer and glutamic acid assay kit, respectively. 

According to a conventional manner, the enzyme used in this example could be immobilized on the elec- 
trode for use. 



[Example 4] Measurement of glutamic acid by quantitative determination of NADH derivative formed by glu- 
tamate dehydrogenase 

Glutamic acid was determined in the same manner as in Example 3 except that enzyme reaction was car- 
ried at 50 °C for 20 minutes in the presence of 3-acetylpyridine NAD (produced by Sigma Co., Ltd.) as coen- 
zyme for glutamate dehydrogenase (i.e., 3-acetylpyridine NADH formed by enzyme reaction was used as an 
indicator). The results had a good linear relationship to the real concentrations of glutamic acid. The meas- 
urements could be effected in a very short time (about 30 seconds). 

[Example 5] Chemical oxygen demand (COD) measurement (1) 

Various samples were measured for COD using the device of FIG. 1 with the working electrode impreg- 
nated with 3 ml of 1 N hydrochloric acid containing 0.1 M calcium chloride as an electrode solution and the 
counter electrode impregnated with 3 ml of 1 N hydrochloric acid containing 0.01 M potassium hexacyanofer- 
rate (II) (ion electroactive substance) and 0.1 M potassium chloride as an electrode solution. 

Samples were two kinds of waste water from a factory (A and B) and two kinds of treatment sewage (C 
and D), which all were collected in Handa City, Aichi Prefecture, Japan, as well as 1 mg 0/1 and 10 mg 0/1 
glucose standard solutions (described in JIS K8824). 

Measurements were carried out as follows: 

2 ml sample, 0.4 ml of 47 % sulfuric acid, and 0.2 ml of 0.025 N potassium permanganate were introduced 
in this order into a 10 ml test tube with a cap. The tube was sealed, then heated for 5 minutes and cooled to 
room temperature. Subsequently, 10 pi of the sample was injected with a syringe into the working electrode 
of the above device. Separately, the same sample was also measured according to the method as described 
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in JIS K0102. 

As can be seen from the results in Table 2, the measured values according to the present method are in 
good agreement with those of the JIS K0102 method. In the present method, the measurements could be ef- 
fected in a short time (about 30 seconds) with a trace amount of sample. 

Similar results could be obtained under the same conditions by means of the above device having a carbon 
felt (GF-20-5F produced by Nippon Carbon Co., Ltd.) inserted into between the working and counter electro- 
des. 



Table 2 Result of COD measurement 



10 



15 



20 



sample 


present method 


JIS K0102 method 


factory waste water A 


8.3 


7.8 


factory waste water B 


8.0 


7.6 


treatment sewage C 


11.0 


11.5 


treatment sewage D 


8.1 


9.0 


glucose standard solutions 






1 mg O/l 


1.1 


1.2 


10 mg O/l 


9.8 


10.5 




unit: 


mg O/l 



25 



[Example 6] Chemical oxygen demand (COD) measurement (2) 



30 Various samples were measured for COD with the device of FIG. 1 having the working electrode impreg- 

nated with 3 ml of 1.5 N sulfuric acid as an electrode solution and the counter electrode impregnated with 3 
ml of 1.2 N sulfuric acid containing 0.02 M potassium hexacyanoferrate (II) and 0.02 M potassium hexacya- 
noferrate (III) (ion electroactive substance) as an electrode solution. Samples were two kinds of effluent from 
septic tanks (Aand B) and two kinds of waste water from an office (C and D), which ail were collected in Urawa 

35 City, Saitama Prefecture, Japan, as well as 1 mg O/l and 10 mg O/l glucose standard solutions (described in 
JIS K8824). 

Measurements were carried out as follows: 

2 ml sample, 0.4 ml of 47 % sulfuric acid, and 0.2 ml of 1 M silver nitrate, 0.2 ml of 0.025 N potassium 
permanganate were introduced inthis order intoa 10ml test tube with a cap. The tube was sealed, then heated 
for 5 minutes and cooled with water to room temperature.Subsequently, 10 \i\ of the sample thus treated was 
injected with a syringe into the working electrode of the above device. Separately, the same sample was also 
measured according to the method as described in JIS K0102. 

As can be seen from the results in Table 3, the measured values according to the present method are in 
good agreement with those obtained in the JIS K0102 method. In the present method, the measurements 
45 could be effected in a short time (about 30 seconds) with a trace amount of sample. 

Similar results could be obtained under the same conditions by means of the above device having a carbon 
felt (GF-20-5F produced by Nippon Carbon Co., Ltd.) inserted into between the working and counter electro- 
des. 



40 
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Table 3 Result of COD measurement 



sample 


present method 


JIS K0102 method 


septic tank effluent A 


11.0 


12.0 


septic tank effluent B 


6.7 


7.4 


office waste water C 


23.5 


24.0 


office waste water D 


21.0 


20.9 


glucose standard solutions 






1 mg O/l 


1.1 


1.2 


10 mg O/l 


9.8 


10.5 




unit: 


mg O/l 



[Example 7] Measurement of ascorbic acid 



Ascorbic acid solutions (1-200 mg/100 ml) were measured with the device of FIG. 1 having the working 
electrode impregnated with 3 ml of 10 mM methylene blue (dissolved in 0.4 M phosphate buffer, pH 5.0) and 
25 the counter electrode impregnated with 3 ml of 0.4 M potassium hexacyanoferrate (III) (0.4 M phosphate buffer, 
pH 7.3) as electrode solution. The ascorbic acid contents thus determined had a good linear relationship to 
the actual ascorbic acid contents. The measurements could be effected in a short time (about 40 seconds) 
with a trace sample amount of 5 ^.Stable results were obtained within 2 % CV on repeated measurements of 
the same sample. 

33 Similar results can be obtained with the above device under the same conditions except for the use of 

0.4 M phosphate buffer, pH 5.0, as an electrode solution in the working electrode, or of a carbon felt (GF-20- 
5F produced by Nippon Carbon Co., Ltd.) inserted into between the working and counter electrodes. 

[Example 8] Measurement of ascorbic acid in various commercial foods 

35 

The contents of ascorbic acid in various commercial foods were determined using the device of FIG. 1 
with the working electrode impregnated with 3 ml of 0.4 M phosphate buffer, pH 5.0, as an electrode solution 
and the counter electrode impregnated with 3 ml of 0.1 M potassium hexacyanoferrate (III) (0.4 M phosphate 
buffer, pH 7.3) as an electrode solution. Separately, the same samples were also measured by titration with 
m indophenol and high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) (published by Shadanhojin Nippon Shokuhin 
Eisei Kyokai (Japan Food Sanitary Society, Foundation, the 1989 edition, pp. 361-363). Table 4 shows a good 
agreement among the results. 



Table 4 Comparison of measured ascorbic acid contents 



45 


sample 


indophenol titration method 


HPLC method 


the present method 




100 % orange juice 


27.6 


28.9 


28.6 




10 % orange juice 


29.7 


33.1 


32.0 


50 


non alcohol bebaragge 


5.1 


7.3 


5.8 




cabbage 


29.1 


33.2 


28.1 




powdered milk 


43.4 


48.8 


46.4 


55 






unit mg/100 mg 
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[Example 9] 

The galvanic cell according to the present invention is described by reference to the drawings. FIG. 4 is 
a drawing of the galvanic cell (without cap 14); FIG. 5 is a sectional drawing; and FIG. 6 is a drawing of the 

5 structure of the galvanic cell. 

In this example, the galvanic cell includes upper component 7 and lower component 8 each made of an 
electrical insulating material such as plastics, upper felt 9 and lower felt 10, separating membrane 4, packings 
11 and 12 made of a silicone resin etc., collar-head component 13, electrode terminals 15 and 16 to which 
current collection electrode wires 5 and 6 are connected, bottom lid 17, and cap 14. 

10 The separating membrane 4 is an ion-permeable separating membrane such as glass filter, salt bridge, 

ion-exchange membrane, etc., among which an ion-exchange membrane such as cation exchange membrane 
is preferably used for stable measurement. 

The upper felt 9 may be any material being hydrophilic and excellent in conductivity such as carbon felt, 
preferably with a diameter of 30±10 mm or thereabout and thickness of 2-6 mm as will be described below. 

15 The lower felt 10 may be any hydrophilic and conductive material, and it preferably has the same size and thick- 
ness as the upper felt 9 so that felts 9 and 10 have low electrical resistance, with the same area in contact 
with the separating membrane 4. 

As current collection wires 5 and 6, platinum or gold is used for preventing occurrence of corrosion re- 
sponsible for a rise in electrical resistance. Electrode terminals 15 and 16 are coated with gold for low electrical 

20 resistance so that sufficient conduction is obtainable when the terminals come into contact with the contact 
points of the measurement device. 

The upper component 7, provided vertically with penetrating hole 20, has the bottom with a convex-shap- 
ed step fitting the concave part of the lower component The upper component is also provided horizontally 
with a thin hole extending from the side to the penetrating hole 20, said thin hole containing the current col- 

25 lection electrode wire 5 joined with solder to the electrode terminal 15. A part of the thin hole crosses the seal- 
ing hole 18 extending vertically from the top face to below the thin hole. After insertion of the current collection 
electrode wire 5 into the thin hole, a resin is introduced into the sealing hole 18 so as to fix the electrode and 
fill in the thin hole, thus preventing the solution in the electrode cell from leaking out through the thin hole. 
The lower component 8 is provided with two concave-shaped steps 21 and 22 on the top surface and with 

30 the liquid-supplement hole 23 in the bottom. The lower component is also provided horizontally with a thin hole 
extending from the side to the concave step 22, said thin hole containing the current collection electrode wire 
6 joined with solder to the electrode terminal 16. The lower component 8 is provided with sealing hole 19 in 
the same manner as in the upper component 7.After insertion of the current collection electrode wire 6 into 
the thin hole, a resin is introduced into the sealing hole 19 so as to fix the electrode and fill in the thin hole, 

35 thus preventing the solution in the electrode cell from leaking out through the thin hoie.The bottom lid 17 equip- 
ped with an O-ring is attached detachably to the liquid-supplement hole 23. 

The galvanic cell is constructed as follows: The lower felt 10 is inserted into the deep concave step 22 of 
the lower component 8. Then, the round separating membrane 4 with its periphery sandwiched between pack- 
ings 11 and 12 for preventing mixing anode and cathode solutions is placed on the lower felt 10 such that the 

40 packing 12 is located on the hollow concave step 21 . The upper component 7 including the upper felt 9 inserted 
into the penetrating hole 20 is placed on the packing 11 so that the convex-shaped step of the upper felt 7 
fits the concave step 21 of the lower component 8. In this state, the upper component 7 is fixed into the lower 
component 8 with a suitable fixing means such as screw 25 etc. Then, the fixing component 13 is screwed 
into the penetrating hole 20 of the upper component 7 so as to allow the current collection electrode 5 to be 

45 in secure contact with the upper felt 9, while the upper felt 9 is pressed downward so as to come in close contact 
with the separating membrane 4. 

In the galvanic cell according to this embodiment, the upper felt 9 serves as the working electrode, and 
the lower felt 10 as the counter electrode, and a wide variety of components can be analyzed by selection of 
a suitable eiectroactive substance to be introduced into the electrodes. That is, a sample can be quantitatively 

so determined on the basis of the electrical energy generated from an eiectroactive sample substance or an eiec- 
troactive substance produced by reaction of an eiectroactive sample substance with a mediator in one elec- 
trode. The role of the electrode terminals of the galvanic cell is to receive current generated by cell reaction. 
Therefore, the galvanic cell of the present invention does not require any external power supply for application 
of voltage or current. 

55 Since a sample introduced into the working electrode is converted into a substance inert to cell reaction 

when analysis is finished, plural samples can successively be analyzed by injection of new sample into the 
working electrode of the galvanic cell. 

The eiectroactive substance consumed by cell reaction is supplied as necessary. With the bottom lid 17 
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detached, an electroactive substance is supplied through the liquid-supplement hole 23 into the counter elec- 
trode. The liquid-supplement hole 23 is preferably 10 mm or more in diameter so that an electroactive sub- 
stance can be easily introduced. 

The role of the rubber cap 14 provided on the top of the galvanic cell is to prevent the electrodes from 
being dried during analysis or in storage. 

The fixing component 13 ensures adhesion between the felt and the separating membrane, thus improving 
analysis sensibility. For example, if NADH is measured in the absence of the fixing component under the same 
conditions as in Example 2, the obtained value is lowered (only 60 % of theoretical value), and measurements 
lack accuracy because of poor reproducibility with at least 10 % CV. 

[Example 10] 

The constitution of the electroanalyzerof the present invention is described by reference to FIG. 7. 
Coulometer 40 according to the present invention is provided with cutout part 42 equipped with terminals 

43 and 44, electric power switch 45, start button 46, selection button 47 and indication part 48. When the gal- 
vanic cell 1 illustrated in Example 9 by reference to FIGS. 4-6 is attached as shown in the broken line, the 
electrode terminals 15 and 16 of the galvanic cell 1 come into contact respectively with the terminals 43 and 

44 of the analyzer, and in this condition, the galvanic cell is ready for measurement. A coulometer (electrical 
quantity integrator) and a microprocessor are incorporated into the analyzer. 

For analysis, the galvanic cell containing a specific electroactive substance is attached to the cutout part 
42, then the substance to be measured is selected with the selection button 47, and the start button 46 is 
pushed, and the sample is injected into the galvanic cell. The role of the selection button 47 is to select a con- 
version formula of deriving the amount of the object substance from electric quantity integrated in the coul- 
ometer, and the role of the start button is to clear an internal memory (previously measured value). 

According to the analyzer of the present invention, the galvanic cell 1 can be easily detached from the 
main body of analyzer 40, and a sample can be analyzed immediately (without any warm-up time) after the 
galvanic cell is attached to the analyzer 4 being connected to the electric source. Hence, a plural number of 
previously prepared galvanic cells can be used for the successive automatic multicomponent analysis in which 
a cell is exchanged for another cell successively in each measurement. 

[Example 11] 

Measurements were carried under the same conditions as in Example 2, using the galvanic cell including 
the lower felt 1 0 with a top surface of 7 cm 2 , thickness of 5 mm, and volume of 3.5 cm 3 on the side of the working 
electrode and the upper felt 9 with a varying top surface of from 2 to 12 cm 2 and a varying volume of from 1 
to 6 cm 3 on the side of the counter electrode. The results are shown in Table 5. 

Table 5 



felt 


A 


B 


C 


D 


E 


top surface area of feltfcm 2 ) 


2 


4 


7 


10 


12 


felt thickness (mm) 


5 


5 


5 


5 


5 


volume (cm 3 ) 


1 


2 


3.5 


5.0 


6 


number of times of feasible measurements 


20 


150 


200 


220 




background current (\\A) 


2 


7 


8 


8 


15 



In Table 5, the number of times of feasible measurements means the number of times 90 % or more cell 
efficiency was obtained in successive measurements of 10 nl of 1x10-4 M NADH as a sample. The background 
current indicates a feint current flowing in the coulomb meter when the galvanic cell is attached thereto. This 
background current is caused e.g. by a capacitive current resulting from the electroactive substance in a cell. 
This causes noises in measurement, and interferes with accurate analysis. In a usual measurement, an S/N 
ratio within 1 % is required for accuracy. To satisfy this requirement the background current should be less 
than 10 nAin this experiment. 

As can be seen from the above results, each of the upper and lower felts preferably has a top surface 
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area of 7±3 cm 2 and a volume of 3.5±1 .5 ml. In the range outside the lower limits, t he amount of sample injected 
is limited, and the number of times of successive measurements is also limited, and durability is deteriorated. 
On the other hand, the range outside the upper limits results in a rise in background current, thereby lowering 
the accuracy of measurement, which further results in poor dispersibi lit y of a solution and high resistance lead- 
ing to poor cell efficiency. A cell efficiency of 50 % or less causes at least 1 % S/N ratio, and is thus not pre- 
ferable in respect of reproducibility and errors in measurement. An analytical device by a galvanic cell generally 
requires at least 50 %, preferably at least 80 %, cell efficiency. In the preferable range of the present example 
(i.e., the upper and lower felts each having a top surface area of 7±3 cm 3 and a volume of 3.5±1.5 ml), cell 
efficiency is preferably in the range of at least 80 % for accurate measurements. 

[Example 12] 



NADH was measured under the same conditions as in Example 2, using the same galvanic cell as in Ex- 
ample 9 except that upper felt 9 (20 mm diameter) was provided on its periphery with a filter paper (Filter Paper 
15 No. 2 with an inner periphery diameter of 20 mm and an outer periphery diameter of 40 mm, manufactured by 
Advantech Co., Ltd.). As a result, the time required for each measurement could be reduced by use of filter 
paper, and good results could be stably obtained on 300 or more repeated measurements without exchanging 
the working electrode. 



Claims 



1. A method of coulometric analysis for the quantitative determination of a sample substance, which com- 
prises measuring at least one of voltage, current and electrical quantity generated between electrodes 

25 without any application of voltage from the outside, with a galvanic cell having a working electrode con- 

taining a sample substance, a counter electrode containing an electroactive substance, and a material 
being located in an adjoining region of the electrodes and permitting ions to pass therethrough. 

2. A method according to claim 1 , in which the electric active substance contained in the counter electrode 
30 is hexacyanoferrate (III) ion and/or hexacyanoferrate (II) ion. 

3. A method according to claim 1 or 2, in which the working electrode contains an electrolyte and/or a me- 
diator. 



4. A method according to claim 3, in which the mediator comprises 5-methylphenadinium methyl sulfate, 1- 
methoxy-5-methyl-phenazinium methyl sulfate, 9-dimethylaminobenzo[a]phenoxadine-7-ium chloride or 
3,7-bis(dimethylamino)phenothiazine-5-ium chloride, or a salt of any one of said compounds. 

5. A method of coulometric analysis of glutamic acid, which comprises measuring glutamic acid with a gal- 
vanic cell as defined in claim 1 in the presence of nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide or a derivative thereof 
as an indicator. 



6. A method of coulometric analysis of chemical oxygen demand, which comprises measuring chemical oxy- 
gen demand with a galvanic cell as defined in claim 1 in which the working electrode is impregnated with 
an electrolyte and the counter electrode is impregnated with hexacyanoferrate (II) ion as the electroactive 

45 substance in the presence of potassium permanganate as an indicator. 

7. A method of coulometric analysis of chemical oxygen demand, which comprises measuring chemical oxy- 
gen demand with a galvanic cell as defined in claim 1 in which the working electrode is impregnated with 
an electrolyte and the counter electrode is impregnated with hexacyanoferrate (II) ion and hexacyano- 

50 ferrate (III) ion as electroactive substance. 

8. A method according to claim 6 or 7, in which the electrolyte comprises hydrochloride acid and potassium 
chloride or is sulfuric acid. 



A method of electrochemical analysis of ascorbic acid, which comprises measuring ascorbic acid with a 
galvanic ceil as defined in claim 1 in which the working electrode is impregnated with an electrolyte and/or 
3,7-bis(dimethylamino)phenothiazine-5-ium chloride and the counter electrode is impregnated with hex- 
acyanoferrate (III) ion as electroactive substance. 

11 
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10. A galvanic cell suitable for use in the coulometric analysis method defined in any one of claims 1 to 9, 
which includes a pair of electrode terminals being capable of receiving cell current generated by cell re^ 
action between an electroactive substance in the working electrode and an electroactive substance in 
the counter electrode, which comprises the working electrode made of a hydrophilic and conductive ma- 

5 terial impregnated with an electrolyte and/or a mediator; an upper component provided with a penetrating 

hole including said working electrode, with the side having an electrode terminal joined to said working 
electrode; a counter electrode made of a hydrophilic and conductive material impregnated with an elec- 
troactive substance; a lower component provided with a concave part receiving said counter electrode, 
with the side having an electrode terminal joined to said counter electrode and the bottom having a liquid- 

10 supplement hole; a lid component for closing said liquid-supplement hole; an ion-permeable separating 

membrane placed between said upper and lower components; and a fixing component being fitted to said 
penetrating hole in said upper component and fixing said working electrode. 

11. Agalvanic cell according to claim 10, for use as a sensor for the analysis of chemical oxygen demand, in 
is which chemical oxygen demand is measured in the presence of NADH, ascorbic acid or potassium per- 
manganate as an indicator. 

12. A coulometric analyzer suitable for use in the coulometric analysis method defined in any of claims 1 to 
9, which comprises a cutout part having the galvanic cell as defined in claim 10 or 11 detachably attached 

20 thereto; a pair of terminals being exposed on said cutout part and being capable of coming into contact 

respectively with a pair of electrode terminals of said galvanic cell; a current integration means being con- 
nected to both of the terminals; an indication part; an analysis item selection part; a start button allowing 
said electric current integration means to initiate current integration; an arithmetical means converting 
the resulting integrated current quantity into a substance amount and permitting said indication part to 

25 indicate the substance amount. 
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FIG. 1 




Sectional drawing of galvanic cell 1 
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